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Yustaga Lodge 385
Gulf Coast Council #773
9440 University Parkway

Pensacola, FL 32514

http://www.yustaga385.com
October, 2011
To:

Unit Leaders

From:

Yustaga Lodge 385, Order of the Arrow

Subject:

Annual Unit Elections

The Order of the Arrow is Scouting’s national honor society.  It recognizes those campers who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and, by such recognition, cause other campers to conduct themselves in such a manner as to warrant similar recognition, to promote camping, and to crystallize the habit of helpfulness as a life purpose.

Each Boy Scout troop or Varsity Scout team with qualified Scouts is urged to contact your chapter adviser and schedule an election.  All unit elections must be completed by January 15, 2012.  Candidates who are selected will have an opportunity to go through the Lodge Ordeal in May at Camp Euchee.  Once elected/selected, a Scout or Scouter is a candidate for Ordeal membership for a period of one year from the date of election.  Any Scout or Scouter who does not complete the Ordeal within this one year period must be re-elected or re-nominated to be considered again for candidacy.
It is extremely important that you contact your chapter adviser by December 1, 2011, to schedule an election.  Units are not allowed to conduct their own elections.  Any election not coordinated through the chapter will be invalid.  Please contact your chapter adviser (listed on the reverse side) as soon as possible to schedule a unit election.  This election should be held at a regularly scheduled unit meeting or camping experience.  Every effort should be made to have 100 percent attendance of both youth and adults at this meeting.  An election team from the Order of the Arrow will be on hand to conduct the election.  Please note that at least 50% of the registered active youth membership of the unit must be present for an election to be conducted.  There is a video that accompanies the OA election team’s presentation.  If possible, please arrange for a TV and DVD player to be available for the election team’s use.

Youth Membership Qualifications

(1) A Boy Scout or Varsity Scout who holds the First Class rank, is under the age of 21, and is registered as an active member of the troop or team may, with the approval of his unit leader, be nominated for election.  Prior to the annual election, the unit leader must certify the nominee’s Scout spirit and youth membership qualifications.

(2) After registration with a troop or team, have experienced 15 days and nights of Boy Scout camping during the two-year period prior to the election.  The 15 days and nights must include one, but no more than one, long-term camp consisting of six consecutive days and five nights of resident camping, approved under the auspices and standards of the Boy Scouts of America.  The balance of the camping must be overnight, weekend, or other short-term camps.

Voting for youth candidates will be based on their spirit of brotherhood, cheerfulness (no matter how tiresome their duties), and a willingness to give unselfish and wholehearted service to others at all times.  All membership qualifications must be met prior to election.  Included with this mailing is a unit election form.  Please print the requested information on Page 1 of the form and have it ready for the election team when they arrive to conduct your unit election.
IMPORTANT:  The unit leader is responsible for having a list of all eligible candidates ready for the election team when they arrive to conduct the election.  This information must include:  Name, Rank, Address, Phone Number, PID, and Date of Birth.
OVER →

Adult Membership Qualifications
Each year, upon holding a troop or team election for youth candidates which results in at least one youth candidate being elected, the unit committee may recommend one registered unit adult, 21 years of age or older, to the lodge adult selection committee.  Troops with more than 50 youth members may recommend one additional adult nominee.  The adult selection committee, with the approval of the Scout executive, will decide who will be candidates for induction provided the following conditions are fulfilled.

(1) Selection of the adult is based on the ability to perform the necessary functions to help the Order fulfill its purposes and is not for recognition of service, including current or prior achievements and positions. 

(2) The individual will be an asset to the Order because of demonstrated abilities that fulfill the purpose of the Order.

(3) The camping requirements set forth for youth members are fulfilled.  (Wood Badge course attendance CANNOT be used in satisfying this requirement.) 
(4) The adult leader’s membership will provide a positive role model for the growth and development of the youth members of the lodge.
Included with this mailing is a Unit Adult Nomination form.  If an election is held for your unit and at least one youth is elected, your unit committee may submit this form if they wish to nominate an adult leader for consideration by the adult selection committee.  Those adult leaders selected for candidacy in the Order of the Arrow will be notified at their chapter’s calling out ceremony, usually conducted at Green Bar.  This nomination form should be mailed directly to Bill Payne, Lodge Adviser, at the address below.  DO NOT GIVE THE FORM TO THE ELECTION TEAM.  DO NOT MAIL THE FORM TO THE SCOUT OFFICE.  PLEASE DO MAKE A COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS PRIOR TO MAILING.  If you need another copy of the form, you can download one from the Yustaga Lodge website, http://www.yustaga385.com.  Adult nomination forms must be received no later than January 15, 2012.  Nomination forms must be completely filled out.  Incomplete forms will not be considered.  Adult nomination forms should be mailed to: OA Lodge Adviser, 1905 Chestnut Avenue, Panama City, FL 32405.
If you have any questions about the procedure for unit elections and/or adult nominations, please contact your chapter adviser, listed below, or contact Shandi Payne, Unit Service Adviser at ShandiPayne11@gmail.com  or she may be reached at (850) 896-9195.
2012 Chapter Advisers
	Chapter (District)
	Chapter Adviser
	Telephone
	E-mail

	Appalachee

(Lake Sands)
	Mike Cole
	850-303-3613 
	mcole@knology.net 

	Choctaw

(Choctaw)
	Adrian Banegas
	 850-897-7791
	arjbanegas@gmail.com 

	Oschambos

(Long Leaf Pine)
	Tony Starling
	850-675-3436 
	Slickline2000@yahoo.com 

	Woapalanne
(Pensacola Bay)
	Ted Dennis
	850-492-1783 
	tdennistroop692@gmail.com 


